[Importance of oxygen free radical for physiology, pathology and therapy].
This article briefly reviews biochemistry of oxygen free radical production, physiological mechanisms of anti-free radical tissue protection and the pathological processes which, at least partly, depend on free radical production and lipid peroxidation. Special accent is put on therapeutic implications of numerous experimental findings in this scientific field. The aim of this paper is to call attention of the physicians to the entirely new concept of pathogenesis of many serious diseases, which affords new therapeutic opportunities.